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and prevented from delivering an enfilading fire,
Marlborough had obtained a cavalry superiority
of eighty-one squadrons against sixty-seven of the
enemy at the vital point on his left centre. He
now ordered up a further reserve of twenty-one
squadrons, brought over from his right (all these
movements of troops being concealed by the hill
from the enemy). This gave him a decisive
advantage of five to three. In the melee into
which Marlborough flung himself he was nearly
killed. He fell from his horse, and an aide-de-
camp who held the stirrup of a fresh charger had
his head blown off. Now the French cavalry
broke. Villeroi vainly tried to form a fresh line
on his left, but after a short breathing space Marl-
borough gathered his infantry, victorious at
Ramillies village, linked them with the English
battalions under Orkney and wheeled his whole
line to the right. The French crumpled and fled,
pursued remorselessly by the Allied cavalry. In
the battle and pursuit the French lost 5,000 men
and dared not stop until they had put the River
Scheldt between themselves and their implacable
enemy.

The consequences of Ramillies were more
striking than those of any of Marlborough's other
victories. One by one the chief Belgian towns
fell, almost without resistance. Brussels, Louvain,
Malines, Antwerp, Bruges and Oudenarde sur-
rendered. Marlborough proudly reminded his
wife that King William III had unsuccessfully
besieged Oudenarde with 60,000 men. In vain
Louis XIV stripped his other fronts in an attempt
to stem the tide. In July Ostend was taken.